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Native American & Tribal Communities Grant 
Legal Foundation of Washington

Native American & Tribal Communities Grant Overview
The Legal Foundation of Washington’s (LFW) Native American & Tribal Communities Grant is 
designed to build and strengthen the capacity of civil legal aid services for Native and Tribal 
communities in Washington State. LFW has partnered with Native and woman-led consulting 
firm, Kauffman and Associates, to create a culturally responsive and community-driven grant 
opportunity that includes an application review panel of community experts and on-going 
technical assistance. 

We aim to:

• Expand civil legal aid programming for Native communities;

• Invest in Indigenous models and approaches to civil justice;

• Build long-lasting legal aid infrastructure, partnerships, and support for Native and Tribal 
communities; and

• Elevate promising legal aid strategies through collaborative learning.

Proposals must be focused on civil legal aid for Native American clients in Washington State. 
We welcome a wide array of approaches to serving the diverse civil legal needs of Native 
American and Tribal communities, including, but not limited to: Tribal-based legal services; 
collaborative initiatives between legal aid and community-based entities; programming focused 
on urban populations; and rural legal aid projects.

LFW’s grantmaking is informed by the goals and strategies of the State Plan for the Coordinated 
Delivery of Legal Aid to Low-Income People and the Washington Race Equity & Justice Initiative 
(REJI) Commitments. Racial equity in the civil legal system is essential to LFW’s vision of “justice 
for all.”  We strengthen our grantmaking through a collaborative, learning focused, and trust-
based model of partnership.

Who can apply: LFW funds civil legal aid programs serving low-income families in Washington 
State. Types of eligible applicants include, but are not limited to:
•    Tribal Nations, Tribal agencies, and Tribally chartered nonprofits
•    Native-led nonprofits; 
•    Nonprofits serving Native American clients; and
•    Collaborative proposals between multiple of the above listed types of organizations. 

LFW defines “Native-led” as 50% or more of senior leadership (those with decision-making 
power over the actions and budget of your organization) identify as Native American.

https://kauffmaninc.com/
https://www.justice.gov/atj/civil-legal-aid-101
https://allianceforequaljustice.org/for-the-alliance/state-plan/
https://allianceforequaljustice.org/for-the-alliance/state-plan/
https://waraceequityandjustice.wordpress.com/commitments/
https://waraceequityandjustice.wordpress.com/commitments/


Application Legal Foundation of Washington

Printed On: 26 July 2024
Native American & Tribal Communities 

Grant 2

Fiscally sponsored programs are welcome to apply.

Eligible Grant Activities: Proposals must be focused on civil legal aid work for low-income Native 
American clients in Washington State. Examples of eligible grant activities include:
•    Peacemaking civil courts using traditional methods of restorative practice 
•    Partnerships between Tribal Courts and neighboring pro bono volunteer attorney programs 
•    Culturally responsive legal clinics embedded in trusted community-based organizations

New and existing projects are eligible, including general operating expenses for current civil 
legal aid programming serving Native American and Tribal communities.

Grant details: Grants will be three years in length (January 1, 2025 - December 31, 2027) and 
total approximately $4 million.  LFW expects to award 5-10 grants ranging between $100,000 to 
$750,000 each.  

Deadline for applications: 11:59pm Pacific Time on August 15, 2024.

Application review and timeline: An advisory panel of community leaders with experience 
working with Native communities and expertise in civil legal aid will review proposals. LFW staff 
and the panel will follow up with applicants in September if there are additional questions 
regarding the application. Award decisions will be made in mid-November.

Questions or feedback? Contact LFW Grants Manager, Arielle Handforth, by email or find a time 
to meet by clicking here.

Application Instructions
Please note the following as you work through your application:

 If you are putting in a collaborative proposal between multiple organizations, one 
organization will need to be the lead applicant in the LFW Grants Portal but please 
include responses for both organizations in the application.

 We recognize that it can be challenging to fit your responses into character/word 
limits. To help address this, all questions have the maximum character limit applied. 
However, this does not mean that we expect you to answer every question to the 
limit.

 If you have submitted an LFW application in the past, you can use previously 
submitted responses by clicking the "Copy Previous Answers" button at the top of the 
application.

 If you prefer to submit this application in a language other than English, please email 
LFW's Grants Manager at arielle@legalfoundation.org.

mailto:arielle@legalfoundation.org
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/Gaf5a3bd1070c403aaa50045ea170defd@legalfoundation.org/bookings/
mailto:arielle@legalfoundation.org
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 If you prefer to conduct an oral application, please email LFW's Grants Manager 
at arielle@legalfoundation.org by the end of the day on July 26, 2024. 

 If you would like to have LFW staff review your proposal, or parts of it, before 
submitting, email arielle@legalfoundation.org a draft or let us know you have a draft 
in the portal by the end of day on Friday, July 26, 2024. The sooner we receive the 
draft the faster we can provide feedback and the more time you have to update your 
proposal before officially submitting. 

 If you have any questions or would like to discuss your proposal, feel free to schedule 
a 15 min call with LFW's Grants Manager, Arielle Handforth, here.

You can watch a recording of the informational webinar here and view the slides here. The 
webinar provides information on LFW, the creation of the grant, and our approach. It also 
provides details on the grant process and attendees’ questions were answered live.

LFW staff are ready to offer assistance as you develop your proposal. Please let us know if you 
have any questions, need technical support, or an accommodation.

Organizational Overview
Is your organization, or the lead organization in a collaborative proposal, Native-
led?*
LFW defines “Native-led” as 50% or more of senior leadership (those with decision-making 
power over the actions and budget of your organization) identify as Native American. 
Choices
Yes
No

Please indicate your type of organization*
Indicate all that apply, and please note that if you indicate "Collaboration between multiple 
entities" additional questions will appear later in this application asking more details about your 
collaboration. 
Choices
Tribal Nation, Tribal agency, or Tribally chartered nonprofit
Nonprofit serving Native American clients
Collaboration between multiple entities

If you are submitting a collaborative proposal between multiple programs, please 
include responses for each partner organization for the following questions.

mailto:arielle@legalfoundation.org
mailto:arielle@legalfoundation.org
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/Gaf5a3bd1070c403aaa50045ea170defd@legalfoundation.org/bookings/
https://youtu.be/9lt_ZmCcR10?si=cJ7RTiR2HVqi2uas
https://legalfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/Native-American-Tribal-Communities-Grant-Webinar-Slides.pdf
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Organizational Mission and Vision*
Please provide a summary of your organization's mission and vision for change. Tell us why you 
do what you do. 
Character Limit: 10000

Governance*
Please provide a list of current board members, Tribal Council, or other governance members 
and their community and/or professional affiliation in the text box or as an attachment.
Character Limit: 10000 | File Size Limit: 3 MB

Key Leadership Staff*
Please provide information on key leadership staff who will be responsible for overseeing and 
implementing the proposed project, either in the text box or as an attachment. 
Character Limit: 10000 | File Size Limit: 3 MB

Non Native-Led Organizational Information
The following questions are for organizations that are not Native-led. 

BIPOC Leadership*
Does 50% or more of your senior leadership identify as BIPOC (Black, Indigenous and People of 
Color)? We define senior leadership as board and staff members with decision making power 
over the actions and budget of your organization. You are welcome to use the text box to 
provide additional information. 
Choices
Yes
No

BIPOC-led nonprofits have been disproportionately under-resourced by funders for decades 
impeding their long-term growth, stability, and capacity to drive change. LFW collects this 
information from all applicants and tracks this data each year to ensure our funding strategies 
align with our commitments to anti-racism, equity, and inclusion. Responses to this question do 
not affect eligibility for funding.
Character Limit: 10000

Race Equity/Anti-Racist Practices*
Please describe how your organization incorporates a race equity/anti-racist lens into your 
internal work. How is this lens applied to your organization's strategies, policies, and practices 
around race equity learning, staffing, and leadership and decision making.
Character Limit: 10000



Application Legal Foundation of Washington

Printed On: 26 July 2024
Native American & Tribal Communities 

Grant 5

Collaborative Proposal Information
The following question is for applicants submitting a collaborative proposal between 
multiple organizations. 

Collaboration*
Please describe the structure of your partnership and what each program's role is in the 
project. 
Character Limit: 10000

Request Overview
Project Name*
Character Limit: 100

Project Synopsis*
Please provide a one-sentence summary of your proposed project.
Character Limit: 250

Amount Requested (three year total for grant term 1/1/25 -12/31/27)*
Character Limit: 20

Geographic Area Served*
Please describe the geographic area served in your proposal.
Character Limit: 250

Proposal and Programmatic Information
If you have any questions about the application or project eligibility, please reach out to 
LFW Grants Manager, Arielle Handforth, at arielle@legalfoundation.org.

Proposed Civil Legal Aid Work*
Please describe your proposed project and how it expands civil legal aid for low-income Native 
Americans in Washington State. How did you identify the community needs you plan to 
address? What model does your project use to serve clients? Who will will be providing legal 
services (staff/volunteer/contract attorney, Tribal Spokesperson, intern, LLLT, etc.)? 
Character Limit: 10000

mailto:arielle@legalfoundation.org
https://www.justice.gov/atj/civil-legal-aid-101
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Approach & Background*
Describe your approach to serving Native American clients and how you provide culturally-
specific and/or Indigenous-centered programming. Please share your history and any past 
experiences with programming in this area. 
Character Limit: 10000

Community Engagement & Accountability*
Please tell us about your community engagement strategy, how you develop relationships with 
community members, and how you create accountable and mutually beneficial partnerships 
with Native organizations and leaders. What role does your organization play in the 
community? If your project is focused on developing new relationships, describe where you are 
in that process. 
Character Limit: 10000

Lasting Legal Aid Infrastructure*
Please describe how your project could contribute to building long-lasting legal aid 
infrastructure, partnerships, and support for Native American and Tribal communities in 
Washington State.
Character Limit: 10000

Timeline*
Please share the timeline and implementation plan for your project. The grant term is from 
January 1, 2025 to December 31, 2027.
Character Limit: 10000

Evaluation Technical Assistance and Capacity Building*
LFW is partnering with Native and woman-led consulting firm, Kauffman & Associates, Inc. 
(KAI), to provide technical assistance and capacity building to awarded grantees. LFW and KAI 
will work collaboratively with each grantee, through reports, interviews, and focus groups, to 
develop an evaluation capacity building plan. The plan will include topics, skills, and approaches 
for technical assistance. At the end of the three-year grant period, KAI will create a final 
assessment report summarizing opportunities for growth and learning in the field of civil legal 
aid for Native American and Tribal communities in Washington.

Is your program interested in engaging with KAI for this additional support? Do you have any 
questions or concerns with this collaboration?
Character Limit: 10000

Optional: Additional Information
Please provide any comments or information that will assist us in the evaluation of your 
application, including special circumstances, letters of support, and/or Tribal resolutions. 

If you have multiple documents, please combine them into one file before uploading.

https://kauffmaninc.com/
https://kauffmaninc.com/
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Character Limit: 10000 | File Size Limit: 2 MB

Budget
Proposed Budget*
Please upload a project budget using the LFW proposed budget template for the grant period 
(January 1, 2025 to December 31, 2027). We do not need the budget to be separated into each 
year and ask that you combine the three-year costs in column A. There will be opportunities to 
provide revised budgets as needed throughout the grant term.

If you would like to include additional information related to your budget or the grant amount 
you are requesting, please do so in the text box. 
Character Limit: 10000 | File Size Limit: 3 MB

Thank you for taking the time to complete this grant application! We appreciate your 
partnership in the fight for justice for all and welcome your questions and feedback by 
emailing LFW Grants Manager at arielle@legalfoundation.org. You can provide 
anonymous feedback anytime on our GrantAdvisor profile.

https://legalfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Proposed-Budget-Form.xlsx
mailto:arielle@legalfoundation.org
https://grantadvisor.org/profile.php?ein=91-1263533

