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FUND THE LEGAL SERVICES CORPORATION AT $482M FOR FY19
Washington Depends on Civil Legal Aid

In Washington State, there are more than 1.25 million people who are income-eligible 
for civil legal aid. Approximately 7 out of 10 of our low-income residents will experience 
at least one civil legal crisis each year, but only 1 out of 4 will be able to get legal help to 

solve their problem. 
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Investing in legal aid is smart 
government. More than 40 cost-benefit 
analyses from around the country 
demostrate LSC’s valuable return on 
investment, which is as high as $11.21 per 
dollar invested. 



Investing in legal aid keeps families 
safe, housed, and healthy. Every day, 
legal aid helps low-income people protect 
their livelihoods, property, health, and 
families. 



Investing in legal aid ensures fairness 
and justice in our society. If our justice 
system does not work for all, then it really 
isn’t a justice system. Legal aid ensures 
that the laws we pass are fairly enforced. 



Justice should never depend on how much 
money a person has, because the protections 

of the law belong to everyone. Civil legal 
aid creates fairness in the justice system by 

providing access to legal help and information 
for the most vulnerable Americans. 
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N O R T H W E S T  J U S T I C E  P R O J E C T
NJP is the core of Washington’s nationally recognized civil legal aid system, which provides 

coordinated, effective, and technologically efficient legal services to eligible clients statewide. 
With help from NJP, families in crisis are able to preserve their homes, escape domestic 

violence, avoid fraudulent and predatory practices, and maintain financial security. Every day 
NJP secures justice and transforms the lives of people across Washington.
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2017 Closed Cases by Problem Type

IN 2017, NJP’S LEGAL ASSISTANCE HELPED 26,309 INDIVIDUALS, INCLUDING 
11,700 CHILDREN, 1,188 VETERANS, AND 2,540 SENIORS.  

 “A little more than two years ago, I was homeless, I was struggling with 
addiction, I had a lot of debt, and I had a suspended license. While I was 
living at Oxford House, working on getting clean and sober, I was lucky to get 
connected with an attorney at the Northwest Justice Project. Within about a 
year, my attorney helped me get my license back. She help me work with the 
court to show I was making improvements in my life and to establish a plan 
to pay off my fines and interest from my traffic infractions. It may seem like a 
small thing, but getting my license back was huge. 

When I got my license back, I was able to get a plumbing apprenticeship, because I needed a license 
to drive the company truck. I now am working full-time, I live with my girlfriend and her children, and 
I’ve been sober for more than 2 years. None of this would have been possible without the help of the 
Northwest Justice Project and civil legal aid.”   - Michael, Aberdeen, WA
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